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SPAII® HOVSS TOMARD DEHOCRACY 
ALICE: YOA TENS ANALYST ROMALD J. DUHLAVEY DISCUSSES THE 
HISTORIC VOTE TAKE:* THURSDAY Ti! THE SPA:ISH PARLIAHENT: 
VOICE: SPAN! Toor A BIG STEP TOVARD PARLIANENTARY DEMOCRACY ON 
THURSDAY “SEM THE FATIO IAL PARLIAtENT---T'E CORTES-~-APPROVEN A 
PEFOTL TILL PROVIDT'G FON POPULAP ELECTIONS AND THE ESTASLISIHIENT 


OF A DEMOCRATIC COVERS 


~ IN DOING SO, IT FFFFCTIVELY CHDTD 
ALHOST FORTY YCANS OF DICTATONSHIP AND OPENED A NE ERA FOR SPATI 
IT “AS A REMARKABLE ACTIO# FRO ANY PERSPECTIVE, AFTER ALL IT 
1S HOT EVERY DAY THAT A PA?LEAITIT VOTFS FTSELF OUT OF EXISTTNCE, 
FURTHERMORE, THE PARLEAUMST M4ICcit TOOK THIS HISTORIC STEP OF SELF- 
CIGSOLUTION YAS COHNPOCTD OF HEPRERS APPOINTEG BY OR APPROVED BY 
THE LATE GESERAL FRANCO, AHD THD FACT THAT, ACCORDING TO SPAHISH 
OPIHTO!N POLLS, MOST OF TH2.1 OULD LOSt If! A FUTURE ELECTIO! SERVES 


TO FURTHEN EMPHASIZE THO UNUSUAL NATURE OF THURSDAY'S ACTION. IT 


“AS THO NT! OF PARLIAHEST VHTC:1, ACCORDING TO THE NORMAL RULES 

OF POLITICAL LOGIC, OUGHT TO HAVE REVJECTID THE REFORI BILL 
PRESENTED BY PPIME NINISTER ADCLFO SUAREZ. INSTTAD, THEY VOTED 
OVERVHELINCLY IH FAYOR OF THE BILL, WHOSE FIRST ARTICLE CONTAINED 
THESE SIGHIFICANT VORDS: ~DEHOCRACY IN THE SPANISH STATE IS BASED 
Qi! THE SUPRFHACY OF THE LA!! AND THE SOVTREIGH WILL OF THE PEOPLE." 
COPT) PASSAGT OF THT BILL YAS A VICTORY FOR THE PRIME MINISTER 

AUD FOR KTitG JUAN CARLOS, WHO AGRETD A YEAR AGO TO MOVE SPAIN ON 
THE ROAD TO DCHOCRACY AND picesp 7, SUAREZ AS THE HAM TO DO THE 
JOS. BUT IT YAS ALSO A VICTORY FOR THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE AND 
THE FORCES OF MODERATION, IN A LARGER SE!iSc, IT WAS A VICTORY 


FOR ALL SPAIN. CERD OPT) 
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DEMOCRACY, HOMEVER, NEVER COHMS EASILY, AND THE ROAD AHEAD IS 
NOT A SMOOTH ORF. ELECTIO:: PROCZDURES MUST BE AGREED UPON: AND 
AFTER THE ELECTIO?! A COHSTITUTION MUST BE WRITTEN AND ACCEPTEN; 
AND AFTER THAT SPAIN MUST BEGIN THE UNENDING EFFORT TO MAKE 
DEHOCRACY HORK AND TO AVOID THE POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION OR 
POLARIZATION WHICH HAVE MADE IT SO DIFFICULT TO FUNCTION IN SOME 
OTHER COUNTRIES, THOSE HHO RECALL THE PASSIONAT® POLITICAL 
DIFFERENCES OF THE NINETEEN-THINTIES AND THE BITTER MEMORIES OF 
THE CIVIL VAR MAY BE INCLIISD TONARD SKEPTICISM, HUT OTHERS ARE 
POINTING OUT THAT THERE IS A NE"! GENERATION OF SPANIARDS MORE 
CONCERNED WITH THE FUTURE THAN THE PAST, 

CERTAINLY ONE OF SPAIHN*S GOALS TODAY IS FULL RECONCILIATION 
MITH THE REST OF EUROPF. IN THIS RESPECT, IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT 
ON THURSDAY THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION ASSENBLY 
COMMENDED SPAIN FOR MOVING TOUARD DEMOCRACY AND INVITED IT TO 
SEND OBSERVERS TO FUTURE N,A.T.3. GATHERINGS, THUS, THE VOTE. 
TAKEN IN MADRID THURSDAY MAY BE SEEI! AS HAVING POTENTIAL 
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS NOT ONLY FOR SPAIN ITSELF BUT ALSO FOR THE 
CAUSE OF WESTERN UNITY, 
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